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My Sister is Deaf 


Jeanne Whitehouse Peterson 





^ ^6 t 1 'Tiff 'flcpcf) I 

*tfr ^r apj^r % i 

sf^cT "^r crWf sf^f f\ •^nft €^?f -^t #jft 

I have a sister 
My sister is deaf. 

She is special. 

There are not many sisters like mine. 


^|ft clFT fiUlldt (W ene^-a) ef^TT 'twal % I 

fajpfr % ^ % i 

tR<5 cTRT ^ ^TT ^ Hf^'Tl I 

* T TFtr ■# ^ ^ 'Tf^r 1? 1 

My sister can play the piano. 

She likes to feel the deep rumbling chords 
But she will never be able to sing. 

She cannot hear the tune. 





M t % ^IST ^ % I 

cTT^T 3 «f>4*i ^ <fj<3*l PlciW'C ^d ^Rj^t % I 
, v^we 1^ air? 4>ell«llfylUi eFTT^r ^ ^ ^51 3TFTC SficTT % I 
'3'ft "^n^— «RT % vfeM* n<s^ 3 ^RmTI 3TRTT % I 

^ ^ ^r -g^r ^?cr fir ^3^ % i 
^T ^ft ct»>c<p| eFTTT ^>Et ^SF^t 1|J 
TR^ ^ ftwivto, "^3*1 , mRT ^ 3t, ^M^TM ^t!" 

cff A'Tl <fc£l slid dgl ^4>ci) % I 
"tRg ^f g?t etccurl g 1 ? 3?R SJdcl ^3 'dqjdi % I 
eft FfT^t % a|R ^ ^ *R *m^\ T&1 d>lftlSl Wft % I 

My sister can dance with a partner 
or march in a line. 

She likes to leap, to tumble, to roll, 
to climb to the top of the monkey bars. 

She watches me as we climb. 

I watch her too. 

She cannot hear me shout "Look out!" 

But she can see me swinging her way. 

She laughs and swings backward, 
trying to catch my legs. 




Tifr w % i 

■qt T=R % ^ TETRT % 3 ^ ^TTST ^fFTT % I 

"3? ^ '^TT 

iqt^ $ «j'le1<Sl ^1 

cfr ^fPTST uTT^t % S^rr ^ ■qeldl % I 

■qt anf^TT-snf^TT ^ ■q^T-^r-^^T Pieiicp^ % I 
■?f 6c?^ anqiyfr ^t q^i+i q> "<^1 ^l 

cfyT ScNd q?T afT? «IFTT^%I 

I have a sister who likes to go with me 
out to the grassy lot behind her house. 

Today we are stalking deer. 

I turn to speak to her. I use no voice, 
just my fingers and my lips. 

She understands, and walks behind me, 
stepping where I step. 

I am the one who listens 
for small sounds. 

She is the one who watches 
for quick movements in the grass. 




mI^i "ftfr 6)6-1 sjgcl tftel sft, ?R "ft -t^oi vurh a!ft, 

R<J <ft*R *R tt aft I 
vj'dft ?R "R ift ?i6q| del’ll 'Ht<slf \ 

^ vJP^T R t^R, 

tR> g?lft ^JcT % f^r 3 ■Rt Rueful % RTST I 
*ft '"J7 ? ^ <£tTT %, ^TF tom %” I 

?fcl auft % cn^ ft ’ft 33fJ?R tR RTcft I 

ftR ft^t er^r fe«r -ft ^t§t ^Mcft, 
aft? p cfiscft, "ftcf" i 

'"ST, ^ W %", ft ^ Rlc$<rl 3R=ft ffi cR? I 

cR ft -ft 6161 3RRT %? RjdlcH 
aft? vj'dq^i ^6<i 'ft' Raei vicicii I 
"ft^ ( " ^TWW fftR ^fFHcft I 

\3 'Hefei vfccfRUT ?cf>q+i o|cfe -|£l 6ldl I 

When my sister was very small, 
when I went to school and she did not, 
my sister learned to say some words. 

Each day she sat on the floor with our mother, 
playing with some toys we keep in an old shoe box. 
"It’s a ball," our mother would say. 

"It's a dog. It's a book." 

When I come home, I also sat on the floor. 

My sister put her hands into the box. 

She smiled and said, "Ball." 

Baaaal it sounded to me. 

"It's a ball," I repeated, just like our mother did. 

My sister nodded and smiled. 

"Ball," she said once more. 

' Again it sounded like baaaal to me. 
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3T«r fr crfi % i 

TIT, ^ XR tR siTeFf ^T #T q^T t^T ^ «? I 

chdm 3 £ter atR ar^r eRcr ^ aj^r % 

¥T5^t ^[ ^FT3T ^rfr TTTcr 1 1 

<?T vifr cp5»n -qigril % qt 3T^St cR? T 16l Hlcii % I 
q^ ^ aiq^ «tift q§t qicfi q^r 
3TSE?r cR? "OTST qi^t ^1 
Now my sister has started going to my school, 
although our mother still helps her speak 
and lip-read at home. 

The teacher and children do not understand every word 
she says, like sister or water or thumb. 

Today the children in her room told me, 

"Your sister said blue!" 

Well, I heard her say that a long time ago. 

But they have not lived with my sister for five years 
the way I have. 



10 


ll 




f?T sTTcf sr^T ft SfcEfttR^ %l 

deleft \ 

shr «nf wm ^i§fi ^r ^nfm ^efr \\ 

^n ^ % % ftft TO %3eT ^ frfr 
3?r ^ ^ratr ft ^efr % i 

^cT^ ^T^T WTT WT T*3T SIT I 
vS'Hqj) vbn cm.htI «P5T STT I 

^ wer frtj^r Wr $\ 

vsra*f ftciTfr sfr efr wft f g§r ^r w vkiKf ^>r i 
ffr ^fr 3fRsf, ^^fTcfr ^ ^r, ^t wf ^tt-^ ^ft t? 

% $ % % ^sTeff Wt-Wt ^cHT W ^ift? 

3n¥r-3P?T 3 IRTmT ft %, 

*TC^f 3lft ^tef WtedW vifpTT ^ff ^l?ft ^1 

I understand my sister. 

My sister understands what I say too, 
especially if I speak slowly and move my hands a lot. 

But it is not only my lips and fingers 
that my sister watches. 

I wore my sunglasses yesterday. 

The frames were very large. The lenses are very black. 

My sister made me take them off when I spoke. 

What do my brown eyes say to her brown eyes? 

That I would really rather play ball than play house? 
That I just heard our mother call, 
but I do not want to go in yet? 
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ftecTl TRT ^ <s^ TJ^T, 

^ ^ felR ^R rf 3 ?t£ I 


^ -3^^ ^T % ^rft ^f 3^FT-3TeFi ^cJT^y tj^ f I 

^TT ^ £ ^Pff 3 <f^ <T3^fch frft f ? 

Wf, ^ ^fT% ^Rf 3 ft'^trl *ft ^ FRT 1 1 

^ *R ^TJ ^TRSt TRFTT TRfTcT f, 

■cTt ^+1 WTT3if 3ra?q T^rat 1 1 

^T *ft ^ Mt TI^JT TOt t,3R*TC ^ 3 ^T ^Icf 

^ ^JT T?mt % I ^ gt ^T?lf %^JRf^ *ft 
<rl 3TRrf vn^nsrf cz^ti ^ff ^r wt f 1 
xrtg -si®r ^ 3 Ftcft fR ^ ®npr ^ in tti\ t, 
nf M ^r sM sifc ^ 

'T W-W ^>f? Slcldl f I 

Yes, I have a sister who can understand what I say. 

But not always. 

Last night I asked, "Where are my pajamas?" 

She went into the kitchen 
and brought out a bunch of bananas 
from the fruit bowl on the table. 

My friends ask me about my little sister. 

They ask, "Does it hurt to be deaf?" 

"No," I say, "her ears don't hurt, 
but her feelings do when people do not understand." 

My sister cannot always tell me with words 
what she feels. 

Sometimes she cannot even show me with her hands. 

But when she is angry or happy or sad, 
my sister can say more with her face and her shoulders 
than anyone else I know. 
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3FTC ^xTT TIT it, 

cfr TO <Pt ^fT^T TRTT W WcTT % I 

^Ft ^rff c£T ^TT % I 

3FR FTTfT fa^t ^?fat ^ 3 6f3c|57 ^^l<St %, 
cfT vl'M^I WT "clel vjTTcIT % I 
^t vj j ifci4T ^ w ^ eicit % 
fa tfatr tit % ^n^t ^%i 

I tell my friends I have a sister 
who knows when a dog is barking near her 
and who says she does not like the feel of that sound. 
She knows when our cat is purring 
if it is sitting on her lap, 
or that our radio is playing 
if she is touching it with her hand. 
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afir ^r ^r ^'iciMi -& 

3)NI.vj 1 WT "^T wft I 
eft W&f> tR 3TT— vjTT 

J llf^4t aft? £eff % ?fR cftt 

^T m^^Tl I 


But my sister will never know 
if the telephone is ringing 
or if someone is knocking at the door. 
She will never hear the garbage cans 
clanging around the street. 


19 




TTcT % 

\?ra 'armk 3 ^p?r ^ ^[cfr %. 
era' «hrt, ■ftRra?— ftRra? ^5 t ■<idi % i 

ura TRT ^f 3m ^ cblHl 3 ^>s? ^STT eidl 

era *J3l *Ioh> tR T^fl "^t 'fecfjfcf? ^dl^ ^dl , 
alR *T €t eFTef ^f ceflqlvjid 

3113 IM ^dl| ^eft % I 
era ti'Sd) *R c^l-S cfjRt 
3?R ci'til ^T ?tR tfl ^ «Pldl era? raift Hgddl % I 
era ^ ^<hdH ^ 3?R ■?TT ePTeU % I 

raraT TTfr to ^ %7tt tojtt cjr^ %? 


I have a sister who sometimes cries at night, 
when it is dark and there is no light in the hall. 
When I try plugging my ears in the dark, 

I cannot hear the clock ticking on the shelf 
or the television playing in the living room. 

I do not hear any cars moving out on the street. 
There is nothing. 

Then I wonder, is it the same? 
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^ <£r 

Fnft % Terser §? wfr i 

3 ^r % -sfNT ^r 

^jpf ^T# ^01) ^itciui dci<bl4 eT I 

T R ^ft ^TO, WT$\ TT^T TJvJT cf?r 
^ ^§t "*fr TOft i 

W viler vjJTiFr aTTeTT %, ^TT yfR-jafa ^ cIRcT : TOfcT I, 

VJ1®I '{IN— 'fTW <T5Xdl rivil IT^T ^ Rd'sfajqf % qxqiyi ‘SgRTeT t?, 

^ to, ^TF^fr ife 3 % i 

cTef ^r ^ cFRTT % I 

I have a sister who will never hear the branches 
scraping against the window of our room. 

She will not hear the sweet tones of the wind chimes 
I have hung up there. 

But when the storms come, 
my sister does not wake to the sudden rolling thunder, 
or to the quick clap-clap of the shutters in the wind. 

My little sister sleeps. 

I am the one who is afraid. 
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Wef ^ "5?!^ effPT % ^ ^ % 

<tr ^ 

TTfr «jft t^t#5H vsn^r ^irit %, ^ 1 «rt sirr % i 

#fr «r^r -gf^u ^[^3 ^encft %, 

^ cfr snr^ ^ eMt ^ ^ I 

%fr 6 ift sro^r yj'iM ^r cfTcr % i 

3T^f ^r^fr^E? ^^ff % 

«nft $Wt 3 ||C||vji cpecfi % | 

t R§ eft ^cFTT cTvjf fawtft % 

TTT^F ^T 3'TO^t ^ ^TRT T^TT % I 


When my friends ask, I tell them 
I have a sister who watches television 
without turning on the sound. 

I have a sister who rocks her dolls 
without singing any tune. 

I have a sister who can talk with her fingers 
or in a hoarse, gentle voice. 

But sometimes she yells so loud, 
our mother says the neighbours will complain. 
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sf^r cpi sEfpr srq^r afR ^ fcp? 
3T^ ^Kt cpt ufR— yfR ^ yi*iH W nccpcil 1? I 
^ ctvrft ^ 3TW ?T$T ^ ^1 

*f W yfRR 

Haff ^T 3TC# Wlfctfi ^'Efcft^l 

^r ^ ^rf % ^>t hs^h % i 

'j* I lei *ff % B^T ^T # HS'lJjH efR" % | 

^ nar -q^r, cfr if t\ ^m>3\ % i 

T T^[ 3FR kjcpq*i tfpjf vJTI^T '§& ^ fe!7^ 

tfr ^rfr sm& ^ ^r ^ % i 


I stamp my foot to get my sister's attention, 
or wave at her across the room. 

I come up beside her and put my hand on her arm. 
She can feel the stamping. 

She can feel the touching. 

She can glimpse my moving hand 
from the comer of her eye. 

But if I walk up behind her and call out her name, 
she cannot hear me. 
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Ttfr w cfF^r %, 

% I 

I have a sister 
my sister is deaf. 

□□□ 
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